
Minutes
November 13, 2022

Welcome – Debbie Clary, Chair called the meeting to order at 1PM.

**Notification of the board meeting was advertised on the Pinnacle Classical Academy website
and the front doors of the school building were open.

In attendance:

Attending: Senator Clary, Senator Wes Westmoreland, Dr. Shelly Shope, Jeff Zieger, Ken Mooney, Steven
Ray - virtually - Jayson Philbeck,

Adoption of Agenda with adoption Motion made by Wes Westmoreland and 2nd by Ken Mooney. All Approved.

Approval of Minutes Ken Mooney made a motion to approve the minutes of the October 9, 2022
Meeting, Jayson Philbeck seconded the motion and the minutes were approved by the board.

Conflict of Interest Statement In accordance with the State Government Ethics Act, it is the duty of every
board member to avoid both conflicts of interest and appearances of conflict. If any board member has any
known conflict of interest or appearance of conflict with respect to any matters coming before the board
today, please identify the conflict or appearance of conflict at this time, and refrain from any participation in
the particular matter involved.

Public Comments Persons wishing to appear before the Board during this portion of the meeting should
register their name and the subject they wish to address with the Secretary prior to the beginning of the
meeting. Each presentation will be limited to three (3) minutes. The Board is interested in hearing your
concerns, yet speakers should not expect comment, action, or deliberation on subject matter brought up
during the public comment segment. Topics requiring further investigation will be referred to the
appropriate board committee.Mr. and Mrs. Hill were in attendance.

Administration Reports
Wendy Clary

Action Items:

● None

K-3 Personnel:



● 2nd grade teacher resigned on October 24th. A retired school teacher will be with this group until we
can transition a licensed teacher into the classroom.

● 2nd grade Part-time Teacher Assistant was hired on 11/8/2022.

Data and Testing

● NC Check In #1 results for 3rd grade: Overall 64.52%

Classroom Reading (class mean) Math (class mean)

Hastings 60% 44.2%

Kaylor 70.7% 42.6%

Keling 65.5% 46%

Toney 62.3% 47.6%

Young 64.1% 47.6%

● Third grade teachers have looked at the data and have determined the highest and lowest
standard in both reading and math in order to plan and address student needs.

● Running Record Reading Results as of October 2022.

10/2022 Above % On % Below %

K N/A - N/A - N/A -

1st Grade 35 35.0% 14 14.0% 51 51.0%

2nd Grade 27 26.2% 30 29.1% 46 44.6%

3rd Grade 42 42.4% 14 14.1% 43 43.4%

● 1st Grade (Above/On)=49%
● 2nd Grade (Above/On)=55.3%
● 3rd Grade (Above/On)=56.5%



Teacher Retention

● K-5 teachers will be attending a third professional development session on classroom management
the afternoon of November 15th.

● Mentor Meeting will be November 10th.
● November 14th & 15th will be structured teacher planning half days.
● November 16th will be our first labsite.
● Beginning Teacher Meeting will be November 17th.
● Mrs. Anderson, Mrs. Hastings, and Mrs.Keling all qualified for Growth Bonuses in reading based on

last year’s testing.

Community/Parent Involvement

● 3rd Grade Hosted a Curriculum Night for parents/families of third grade students.
○ 34 families signed up to attend the event.
○ Information was shared with parents on how to help students be successful and grow.
○ Curriculum PowerPoint

● Cancer Awareness-Wear Pink Day was held on October 28th.
○ Students paid $1.00 to wear pink and raise awareness for breast cancer.

● K-3 Veterans Day-Students can invite a special veteran to come to school at 9:00 and enjoy juice and
doughnuts along with special songs performed by our 3rd graders. Mrs. Effird our K-5 music teacher
has worked with students to learn the songs for the program.

PEAK/PCEAF

● PEAK hosted a family-friendly Fall Festival on October 28th at the Joes Lake Road Campus. This
event included food, games, trunk-or-treat, costume contest, silent auction, hayride, etc for students
and families to enjoy.

● Parents donated candy and drinks to help with the event. Many parents served as volunteers and put
in hours of work to make this event successful. We are very thankful for our parents and for the
leadership of our PEAK officers.

Upcoming Dates:

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1zbeq4FWnMKVfbry9X3V1VhhszvKTHEM09cuKl-CjDrk/edit#slide=id.g16c1c579063_1_2


2022-23 Pinnacle School Calendar

● 11/10-Veterans Day (K-3 @ 9:00 & 4-12 @ 1:45)
● Mentor Training
● 11/11-NO SCHOOL-Veterans Day Holiday
● 11/14-Grades due by 8:00 a.m.
● 11/14-Secret Staff Buddies
● 11/14 & 11/15-Half Day Planning
● 11/15-PD for K-5-iLeader
● 11/15-Progress Reports
● 11/16-Labsites
● 11/17-PCA Pride Day-Wear Black & Red for $1
● BT Meeting
● 11/18-Code Red Drill
● 11/22-Fire Drill
● 11/23-11/25-Thanksgiving Holiday
● 11/28-12/2-Spirit Week
● 12/2-Homecoming Parade (Early Release)
● 12/3-PEAK Gift Galleria (K-3 campus)

4-12 Report to the Board of Directors
Presented by

Mrs. Angela Brooks
November 13, 2022

Action Item:
● Approve the Summer Learning Plan as provided for the 2022-2023 school year.

Curriculum and Academics:

● Our teachers have been busy organizing and planning field trips for the 2022-23 school year. There
are two overnight field trips planned. One for the 11th and 12th graders and one for the 8th graders.
There are also college visits planned to NC State, Chapel Hill, Cleveland Community College,
Charlotte, and the University of Georgia. The schedule of field trips is as follows:

Field Trip 4-12 Campus 2022-23

Grade Location Date(s)

1 5th In-house; Schiele Museum 11/2/22

https://www.pinnacleclassicalacademy.com/images/PCA_Docs/Student/pca_calendar_2022-23.pdf


Frog Dissection

2* 11th -12th Raleigh - overnight
State Capitol, History Museum, Science Museum with
visits to NC State and Chapel Hill

11/21-11/22/22

3 6th Catawba Science and Cleveland Community College 2/9/23

4 7th STEAM program at Charlotte Motor Speedway and
UNCC tour

2/9/23

5 9th-12th
Spanish
students

Knight Theater, Charlotte - Malevo Dance Performance 2/28/23

6* 8th Atlanta, GA - overnight
Georgia Aquarium and University of Georgia

3/1/23-3/2/23

7 9th Biltmore House 3/1/22

8 10th In-house; SECU reality of money TBD in spring

9 4th Emerald Village - Bon Ami Mine Spruce Pine, NC - NC
Mining Museum

4/25/23

Professional Development:

● Individual Data meetings were held with 4-12 teachers on November 8th and 9th to discuss EVAAS
data, growth, and projections for the 2022-23 school year. Each teacher is familiar with their
individual goals for each subject/grade area in both proficiency and growth. Mrs. Richardson and
myself are really working with teachers this year to improve our growth rates.

● There was a Classical Foundations speaker, Dr. Ben Bayer spoke to our faculty and staff on
Thursday, November 3rd afterschool on the differences on lecture styles and the differences between
lectures and discussions. The session was very informative and teachers who attended will gain
CEUs for attendance.

Community Involvement:

● The 4-12 campus hosted a Veterans Day event on Thursday, November 10th in which community
members and veterans were invited to attend a special ceremony. The band and chorus participated
in the ceremony and several middle school students had speaking parts as well. We would like to
thank our veteran guest speakers, Major Chris Barr - US Army and Sergeant First Class Mark Guffey
- US Army. I would also like to thank Martha Bridges and the American Legion Post 82 for their
help and support in pulling this special event together. Our hope is that this will become a Pinnacle
tradition to honor those who have served and given so much to ensure the freedoms we often take for
granted.



Extracurricular Activities:

● Mr. Gosey and the basketball teams hosted a wonderful Midnight Madness event on Saturday,
October 29th. The event was very well attended and was a great way to kick off the basketball
season.

● The application for the Shelby Christmas parade has been completed. The parade will take place on
Sunday, December 18th. We have rented one float for students who are involved in extracurricular
activities to ride.

● Homecoming week is quickly approaching and we will have several events scheduled for that week.
All of these activities will promote school pride and a very positive black and red culture that our
students will look forward to. I have outlined the activities that will be going on that week. Please
feel free to participate in any of the activities. Your support is greatly appreciated.

○ Monday:
■ Country or Country Club

○ Tuesday:
■ Movie Character Day
■ PCA Basketball vs. Christian Family

○ Wednesday
■ Safari Day
■ PCA Basketball vs. Thomas Jefferson

○ Thursday
■ Throwback Thursday (Decades Day)
■ Bake Sale for Dare to Soar Scholarship Fund

○ Friday
■ Pinnacle Pride Day - Wear Black and Red
■ High School Pep Rally
■ Early Dismissal (11:30)
■ Homecoming Parade - Uptown Shelby (2:00)
■ Homecoming Basketball Game vs. Veritas and announcement of Court
■ Homecoming Fireworks after the day

○ Saturday
■ Homecoming Dance for High School students at the Earl Scruggs Center

Special Awards and Recognitions:

● One of our seniors, David Briceno, has made it past the first round in the QuestBridge scholarship.
The National College Match is a college admission and scholarship process through which
high-achieving, low-income students can be admitted early with full four-year scholarships to
QuestBridge college partners.

Senior Activities:

https://www.questbridge.org/college-partners


● As of November 8th, the class of 2023 has had 57 college acceptances and $838,000 issued in merit
based scholarships. The Class of 2023 is well on their way this year and I am excited to see their
success this year.

● Countdown to College was a great success and was held the week of October 17th. Seniors had a
special day on October 18th to submit applications, complete residency verification forms, work on
interview skills, complete FAFSA information, etc.

Schedule of events for seniors on October 18th

8:00 - 8:20 Coffee, doughnuts, letters from 7th graders

8:20 - 10:30 FAFSA Session with parents
Time to complete applications
Help Residence Determination form

10:30 - 11:00 Interview Skills presentation by Mrs. Brooks

11:00 - 11:30 Work Session for application completions and scholarship
completion

11:30 - 12:00 Lunch (Yeti visit from CCC)

12:00 - 2:00 Individual Interview session with feedback from outside panel

2:00 - 2:45 What to expect at college presentation by Mrs. Stockham

2:45- 2:50 Dairy Queen Blizzard

Jeff Ziegler
ACT Data Overview

A Report to the Board of Directors of Pinnacle Classical Academy
November 4, 2022

The ACT College Admissions Assessment is given to all North Carolina public school students in the 11th
grade.
The four sections of the ACT are each scored on a scale of 1 to 36. The following are mean scores, as
published in the recently released state ACT report.

2022 ACT Report Data (Class of 2023)

School Composite English Math Reading Science

Statewide 18.2 16.4 18.1 19.0 18.6

mailto:jziegler@pinnacleclassicalacademy.com


Pinnacle Classical
Academy

21.2 19.3 19.5 23.9 21.7

Cleveland County Schools
(overall)

17.6 15.8 17.8 18.2 18.2

Burns High 17.4 15.5 17.5 17.9 18.1

Cleveland County ECHS 19.8 19.3 19.4 20.4 19.8

Cleveland Innovation 17.8 16.1 16.7 19.6 17.9

Crest High 17.7 16.1 17.8 18.2 18.1

Kings Mountain High 18.1 15.9 18.5 18.6 18.7

Shelby High 16.4 16.4 16.5 17.1 17.2

● PCA’s ACT composite score exceeds that of every school district in North Carolina except Chapel
Hill - Carborro Schools (23.3).

● PCA’s ACT composite score ranks #17 among all public school units and #16 among all charter
schools.

● PCA’s ACT reading score ranks #9 among all public school units and #8 among all charter schools.

2021 ACT Report Data (Class of 2022)
(DPI did not release a report in 2020 for the Class of 2021.)

School Composite English Math Reading Science

Statewide 18.2 16.7 18.3 18.9 18.6

Pinnacle Classical
Academy

19.1 18.1 18.4 19.0 20.0

Cleveland County Schools
(overall)

17.2 15.3 17.6 17.6 17.6

Burns High 16.4 13.9 16.9 17.1 17.1

Cleveland County ECHS 21.1 20.2 20.1 22.3 21.2

Crest High 17.2 15.1 17.8 17.7 17.7

Kings Mountain High 17.5 15.8 18.3 17.8 17.7



Shelby High 16.5 17.3 16.7 16.8 16.8

2019 ACT Report Data (Class of 2020)
(DPI did not release a report in 2020.)

School Composite English Math Reading Science

Statewide 18.4 16.7 18.6 19.0 18.6

Pinnacle Classical
Academy

21.4 20.8 19.1 24.8 20.3

Cleveland County Schools
(overall)

17.2 15.6 17.7 17.7 17.3

Burns High 16.3 14.5 17.2 16.5 16.3

Cleveland County ECHS 19.2 17.5 18.3 20.9 19.6

Crest High 17.1 15.6 17.6 17.8 17.0

Kings Mountain High 18.0 16.3 18.7 18.3 18.3

Shelby High 17.0 15.7 17.1 17.5 17.1



Classical Foundations Program (CFP) Update

November 4, 2022

1. Dr. Eric Daniels, Assistant Director of the Lyceum Honors Program at Clemson University,

spoke to Logic and Rhetoric classes on September 26 and was interviewed for Dare to Soar.

2. The Classical Foundation Program’s fall 2022 lecturer – recommended by advisory board

member Matthew Morgen – was Dr. Ben Bayer, fellow and director of content at the Ayn

Rand Institute. Dr. Bayer spoke to high school students on November 3 on Rand’s novel

Anthem, which is part of the school’s eighth-grade curriculum. He was interviewed for Dare

to Soar and gave a talk to faculty on the relationship between lecture/presentation and

discussion in the classroom.

3. The Classical Foundation Program’s spring 2023 lecturer – recommended by advisory

board member Thomas Pack – is Albert Eisenberg, co-founder of the Philadelphia-based

media company Broad+Liberty. The date of the lecture will be arranged in the weeks ahead.

4. Mr. John Hood has agreed to be our 2023 graduation speaker on Saturday, June 3,

2023. His biography:

https://www.johnlocke.org/about/team/john-hood/

John Hood is president of the John William Pope Foundation, a Raleigh-based grantmaker that supports public policy

organizations, educational institutions, arts and cultural programs, and humanitarian relief in North Carolina and

beyond.

Hood also served as chairman of the board at the John Locke Foundation from 2015-2021. Hood helped found Locke

in 1989 and served as its president from 1995 to 2014.

Since 1986, Hood has written a syndicated column on politics and public policy for North Carolina newspapers. It

currently appears regularly in theWinston-Salem Journal, Greensboro News & Record, Asheville Citizen-Times,

Wilmington Star-News, and newspapers in 50 other communities. Hood is a frequent commentator for radio and

television stations and teaches at Duke University’s Sanford School of Public Policy.

Hood is the author of eight books, the latest of which is a Revolutionary War-themed historical-fantasy novel entitled

Mountain Folk (2021). Hood’s other books include Catalyst: Jim Martin and the Rise of North Carolina Republicans

(2015), Our Best Foot Forward: An Investment Plan for North Carolina’s Economic Recovery (2012), Selling the

Dream: Why Advertising is Good Business (2005), Investor Politics (2001), The Heroic Enterprise: Business and the

Common Good (1996), and two volumes of family history.

A former Bradley Fellow at the Heritage Foundation, Hood writes and comments frequently for national media outlets.

His articles have appeared in magazines such as Readers’ Digest, National Review, The New Republic, Military

History, and Reason as well as newspapers such as The Wall Street Journal and USA Today.

https://www.johnlocke.org/about/team/john-hood/


At Locke, Hood created the E.A. Morris Fellowship for Emerging Leaders, which prepares young North Carolinians for

leadership roles in the public and private sectors. He also serves on the faculty and as board chairman of the N.C.

Institute of Political Leadership; as co-chair of the North Carolina Leadership Forum, based at Duke University; as

vice-chair of the James G. Martin Center for Academic Renewal and the Carolina Liberty Foundation; and on the

boards of directors of the State Policy Network, the Student Free Press Association, and North Carolinians for

Redistricting Reform.

Hood received his B.A. in journalism from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. He earned a M.A. in liberal

studies and a graduate certificate in nonprofit management from UNC-Greensboro. Hood currently serves on the

UNC-Chapel Hill Board of Visitors. He is a Mecklenburg County native and currently resides in Wake County with his

wife, two sons, and a stepdaughter.

Headmaster Report to the Board of Directors
Presented by Dr. Shelly Bullard

November 2022

Action Items:

● Approve the Beginning Teacher Support Plan
● Approve the Summer Learning Plan as provided for the 2022-2023 school year.

Curriculum and Academics:

● Goals for the year
○ Increase Student Growth and Achievement - 85% proficiency as a school
○ Increase PCA Pride
○ Create a Positive School Culture

● Teacher Observations
○ The first round of teacher observations has started. Beginning teachers (1-3 years

experience) will have 4 observations during the year. Teachers who are new to PCA but have
over 4 years of experience will have 2 observations. Teachers who have 4 or more years of
experience will have 1 observation.

● Professional Development
○ Individual teacher meetings have started to discuss teacher growth and proficiency goals. I

strongly believe this makes a valuable impact on the instruction and commitment that we see
from our teachers.



○ Our staff participated in a lecture presented by Dr. Ben Bayer who came highly recommended
by the Classical Foundation Program's national advisory board.

○ PLCs are meeting regularly across all grade levels. We continue to focus on school, teacher
and student data in these meetings. Each meeting starts with reviewing our school goals.

● Testing
○ We completed the PreACT and the first round of NC Check-Ins. We have decided to add the

National Latin Test to our offerings to students this year. This will give us another method to
evaluate our Classical program.

● Special Populations
○ We are completing annual reviews and working on several referrals in our

Exceptional Children’s department. . We are always working to provide our EC students the
best level of support possible.

○ We are completing 504 annual reviews and working on referrals. We are constantly working
with teachers to provide appropriate accommodations.

○ We are working with Engligh Language Learners on vocabulary and reading comprehension
skills to support them academically and socially.

Finance:

● Financial information is attached. We continue to be in a strong financial position.

Legal / DPI:

● Charter Renewal
○ We have been recommended for a 10-year charter renewal. This will be voted on by the

Charter School Advisory Board in January. Following that vote, the recommendation will be
sent to the State Board of Education.

● EpiCenter
○ We are up to date with all submissions.
○ September

■ Board Meeting Schedule
■ Certificate of Occupancy

○ October



■ Board Membership List
■ NC Retirement System Dissolution of Funds
■ Enrollment Policy
■ Initial Application

Community Relations
● Monthly newsletter for parents published monthly.
● Weekly Events Update is posted on Facebook each Friday to highlight events and important dates for

the next week.
● Our “Dare to Soar” tv show has aired this month featuring Breanne Miller. It was a great show

highlighting the guidance department.

Athletics
● Report is attached

Enrollment Report
● Enrollment

○ Enrollment for the 20th day was 1136. While this was below our goal for the year, we are
above our enrollment of 1078 for the 2021-22 school year.

● 2022-23 Enrollment
○ PCA and PCA Robotics Booth at Livermush Festival
○ Advertisement on the Community Board Nov 7-11
○ Facebook Posts
○ As of November 8th, we have received 38 Initial Applications for the 2022-2023 school year.

This is lower than where we were last year with 50 Initial Applications. The majority of
them are kindergarten (26)

Grade Level Initial Apps

K 63

1 3

2 5

3 1



4 5

5 4

6 2

7 1

8 0

9 1

10 0

11 0

12 0

● Marketing

Activity Timeline Cost

Livermush Festival October 15 $100

Social Media:
Facebook Ads
Facebook Post Boosts
Instagram
PCA Website

On-going

Shelby Star January $100.00

Shelby Shopper January $300.00

Community Board October
December

Feb
April

$450/week

Application kiosk Ongoing $0.00



Information packets
Daycares

January $100

Dare to Soar TV
program

Monthly 0

Talk of the Town When invited 0

Open House March

○ Dare to Soar TV program
■ Airs the first week of every month at 8:30 AM and PM, and at 1:30 PM each day for

the first week of the month, or can watch online at C19.tv.
■ July Show - David Clary / Wes
■ August Show - Angela, Shelly
■ September Show - Brandon Gosey, Shelly
■ October Show - Breanne Miller, Shelly

○ Facebook Ads / Videos (this is our #1 push)
■ October

● 2nd - Ally Hudson Top 50 in CLT 10
● 3rd - PCA Test Score Article
● 4th - Wofford College on Campus
● 4th - Dare to Soar TV Show reminder
● 7th - Upcoming Events
● 10th - Character Trait
● 11th - College Week
● 11th - Countdown to College
● 13th - Cross Country Conference Champs
● 17th - Cancer Awareness Day
● 17th - “Look at what our students are doing”
● 18th - Columbia University on campus
● 20th - Brevard College on campus
● 21st - Upcoming Events
● 25th - Veteran’s Day Ceremony Invitation
● 25th - UNC–Asheville on campus
● 26th - Letter from Ted Alexander

http://c19.tv/


● 28th - Upcoming events
● 28th - Lenoir-Rhyne on campus
● 1st - Employee of the Month
● 4th - Upcoming Events
● 4th - Food Drive
● 7th - Schol Spirit Day
● 7th - Book Fair
● 8th - Accepting Applications

Report: November
Department: Athletic Department
Prepared by: Mr. Brandon Gosey

Recap of fall sports:

Teams: Middle School Men’s Soccer, Varsity Men’s Soccer, Varsity Women’s Volleyball, JV Women’s
Volleyball, Co-ed Cross Country: Middle School and High School.

4 All-Conference Athletes:

Akeelah Davis (Varsity Soccer), Eli Stroud (Cross Country), Natalie White (Cross Country) Addison Leigh
(Cross Country)

Final fall 22 conference standings:

● All teams earned spots in the WPAC Conference Tournament.
● Varsity Women’s Volleyball - Runner-Up in the tournament
● Cross Country - Men finished 3rd in the conference and our Lady Eagles finished in 1st place

bringing home the CONFERENCE CHAMPIONSHIP TITLE!!

Winter Sports:

Teams: JV Cheer, Varsity Cheer, JV Men’s Basketball, Varsity Men’s Basketball, JV Women’s Basketball,
Varsity Women’s Basketball, Co-ed Swim

We recently kicked off our basketball season with our inaugural Midnight Madness event. We provided an
opportunity for all teams to scrimmage each other, our Cheerleaders to cheer, and our band to play
throughout the evening. We have heard great things about the event and were able to make around $1,000
for the Athletic Department.



We are excited to kick off our winter season on 11/11/22 when our Basketball teams will travel to Haywood
for our first official game of the 22 season. This is the first time in PCA history that we have competed with
all 4 teams. As shared in an earlier report, we have scheduled the majority of our home basketball games
before Chirstimas to limit any disruption caused by the upcoming construction. If needed, we stand ready to
adjust.

I have included our upcoming basketball scheduled for your awareness below



2022 PCA Basketball Game Schedule



PCA Basketball Game Schedule (Continued)



With construction in the near future, the Athletic Department recommended doing fireworks at homecoming
this school year instead of during a baseball game. Events like our midnight madness helps us pay for
these events. We are already working with the local fire marshall and pyro company to make this a special
evening. Please see the information below. I hope you will make plans to join us.

As always, please don’t hesitate to reach out if I can be of any assistance.

Thank you,

Brandon Gosey

Board Updates

Miscellaneous Board Updates from various members

New / Old Business

AdjournmentWes Westmoreland made a motion to adjourn and Steven Ray seconded. Meeting
was adjourned.


